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This year’s annual Mission Center Conference, 
For Everyone Born, will be held saturday, 
november 2 and sunday, november 3 at 
Portland congregation (4837 NE Couch St., 

Portland OR 97213). Our theme is based on the popular 
hymn from our new Community of Christ Sings! hymnal. 
(You can read all about this special hymn at 
www.cofchrist.org/hymnal/articles/everyoneborn.asp on 
the World Church website.)
 For Everyone Born celebrates giving everyone a 
voice at the table and disciples called to be creators of 
justice and joy. Mission Center Conference will include 
other new hymns, business, testimonies for new priest-
hood calls, table fellowship, ordination of laurie sharpe 
(Garden Grove), to Evangelist, and worship by and for all ages. apostle ron 
Harmon will bring “The Good News” throughout the weekend. Whether you’re a 
delegate, a member or friend, we hope you’ll attend for all or part of the conference. 

saturday: for everyone born...a place at the table
 We invite you to our opening worship, at 10 am, featuring apostle ron 
Harmon. A delegate orientation and discussion of the 2014 budget, special reports 
and new business begins at 11 am. 
 We extended our lunch break, from 12-2 pm, to provide more time for fellow-
ship. A catered lunch, prepared by Patty and Jim balsiger, is available for those 
lunching in the building or attending special group meetings. The menu includes a 
variety of soups, salads and desserts, and includes vegetarian/vegan and gluten-free 
options. Be sure to reserve your lunch ahead of time, as it does sell out. View a com-
plete menu, make reservations and pay online by visiting 
www.conferencelunch2013.eventbrite.com, or contact Kim naten at 
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mission center conference: 
for everyone born

Plan on it!
upcoming mission 
center events
october 2013
25 — Pastors’ Breakfast RSVP deadline
28 — MC Conf. lunch reservation deadline
28 — MC Conf. child care reservation deadline

november 2013
2-3 — Mission Center Conference, Portland
8-10 — NW Singles Retreat, Samish Island
8-10 — Caravan Staff Weekend
15-17 — “Leading Congregations in 
Mission Retreat,” Samish Island
24 — Deadline to hold 2014 elections
24 — Hymnfest, Tuality
28-29 — Staff Holiday, offices closed

december 2013
1 — Submission Deadline for next Chinook
1 — First Sunday of Advent
8 — Deadline to report 2014 officers
23-Jan. 1 — Staff Holiday; offices closed
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emma johnson, cowlitz 
valley congregation, is 
baptized at lewis river 
reunion

chinook
news from the greater pacific northwest mission center
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knaten@cofchrist-gpnw.org or 360-748-3562 
by monday, october 28. Remember if you 
are attending a lunch meeting, you need to 
RSVP to your group leader and purchase your 
lunch (or bring your own).
  Our afternoon business meeting (2 to 5:30 
pm) includes: 
• Special reports
• Consideration of a call to Evangelist 

for eleanor bessonette (Redmond 
Congregation)

• Consideration of a call to Evangelist for 
diane cardwell (Redmond Congregation)

• Consideration of a call to Priest for cecil 
mcguire (Mossyrock Expansion Group)

• Consideration of a call to Evangelist 
for laurie sharpe (Garden Grove 
Congregation) 

 Visit the “Conference” page on the mis-
sion center Web site (www.cofchrist-gpnw.org/
conference) to preview business meeting materi-
als, including the proposed 2014 Mission Center 
Budget, Congregational allocations and much 
more.
 When the business meeting adjourns, join in 
fellowship with others at Guess Who’s Coming 
to Dinner? Modeled after this popular event held 
at Bend Institute, participants will be randomly 
assigned to a host and given information on how to 
find them. Hosts and participants won’t know who 
they are sharing a meal with until dinner time—a 
fun way to get to know one another! Families and 
small groups can register to be assigned to the 
same host, or to host a table and have others join 
them! 
 Anyone (local or not) can “no-host” a dinner, 
either at their home or a restaurant. (This means 
you act as organizer and host; participants pay 
for their own meal.) If you or your family/group 
are willing to host, please contact shari amos at 
samos@cofchrist-gpnw.org or 503-674-8996. 
 To participate in the event, sign up now at 
www.guesswho2013.eventbrite.com. Meals will 
cost $15 or under per person, payable to your host 
at dinner time. Space is limited, so register soon! 
This will be our only all-ages Saturday night fel-
lowship event, so plan to join in, and then enjoy the 
rest of your evening on your own!  
 Senior high youth and young adults are 
invited to enjoy their own dinner together, with an 
evening activity following, to be announced.

sunday morning: for everyone born... 
creators of justice & joy
 Sunday morning, pastors and their guests 
are invited to our annual Pastors’ Breakfast, held 
off-site at 7:30 am at The Grotto, a Catholic 
spiritual retreat center just minutes away from 
Portland Congregation. You’ll hear inspiring 

stories and practical how-tos from fellow pastors 
about their mission activities, led by the Holy 
Spirit. Presenters include Executive Director of 
the Church Council of Greater Seattle michael 
ramos, Apostle ron Harmon, Mission Center 
President Kathy sharp, and fellow pastors 
shawn sahlberg of Bend Congregation and 
chris sargent of Rainier Valley Congregation. 
You will also receive a practical and inspir-
ing thank-you gift. Pastors, RSVP by Friday, 
october 25.

for everyone born...to witness & worship
  All are invited to attend an Ordination ser-
vice at Portland Congregation at 10 am. laurie 
sharpe (Garden Grove Congregation), will be 
ordained to the office of Evangelist by Apostle 
ron Harmon and assisted by Evangelist clint 
Jacks. The Charge to the Candidate will be 
brought by Evangelist carolyn brock. 

sunday ordination and communion ser-
vice: for everyone born...a new way to live
 Our 11 am Sunday morning Communion 
service will feature Apostle ron Harmon bring-
ing the morning message. Our own mission 
center choir will bring us ministry of music, 
and we will hear about Tuality Congregation’s 
journey in mission. An offering to help defray 
the costs of Mission Center Conference will be 
collected at this service. Bring a checkbook, and 
thank you for your generosity, so that all may 
attend. Conference will be adjourned by 12:30 pm. 

child care and accommodations
 Child care is available for children ages 
0-11, from 9:45 am-5:30 pm Saturday (or when 
the business meeting is adjourned). However, 
children are welcome and may enjoy the morn-
ing worship service from 10-11 am, so you 
may choose to wait to put them in child care. 
Child care is available Sunday during both 
the Ordination service at 10-10:45 am and the 
Communion service from 11 am-12:30 pm. To 
ensure that we have adequate child care staff, 
please pre-register your children by contacting 
Kim Naten by monday, october 28. 
 Book your conference hotel early for best 
prices! The following motels are around 2.5 miles 
from Portland Congregation:
• Chestnut Tree Inn
1-888-236-5600, chestnuttreeinn.com      
• Ramada Portland South I-205
1-800-854-9517, www.ramada.com
• Motel 6
1-800-466-8356, www.motel6.com 
• Comfort Inn Portland
1-877-424-6423, choicehotels.com

mc conference

saturday, november 2, 2013
9-10 am ....................................Registration

For Everyone Born... 
A Place at the Table

10-10:45 am ...................Opening Worship 
11-Noon .....................Delegate Orientation 

and Discussion
Noon-2 pm .............................Lunch Break
2-5:30 pm ...................... Business Sessions
5:30 pm .....................Guess Who’s Coming  

to Dinner?
Later ....................................Sr. High Youth/

Young Adult Event

sunday, november 3, 2013
For Everyone Born...

Creators of Justice & Joy
7:30-9:15 am ..................Pastors’ Breakfast

For Everyone Born...
To Witness & Worship

10-10:45 am .................Ordination Service

For Everyone Born...
A New Way to Live

11:00–12:30 pm ........Communion Service  
12:30 pm ...................Conference Adjourns

schedule

help needed

Be sure to get your news in the next Chinook by sending to kbeckman@cofchrist-gpnw.org by December 1, 2013.

We are looking for volun-
teers for the following 
positions:

• deacons: needed to assist head dea-
cons with offering, greeting, etc. 

• dinner Hosts: “no host” (non-
paying) hosts are needed for Guess 
Who’s Coming to Dinner? 

• communion servers: Priests, 
Elders and High Priests are needed 
to help serve emblems

 Contact shari amos at 
samos@cofchrist-gpnw.org or 503-
674-8996 for more information.



After more than 30 years of 
skillful, loving ministry with 
singles, Ken and betty Fer-
nandes announced at the 

start of the year that they were stepping 
down from leadership. We thank Ken 
and Betty for the powerful ministry they 
provided and the 
deep, long-lasting 
friendships their 
ministry made pos-
sible for so many. 
 In June, tom 
and susan web-
ber, both Elders at 
Puyallup Con-
gregation, agreed 
to coordinate 
Northwest Singles ministry, leading a 
new Task Force to offer fresh perspec-
tive, historical insight and leadership to 
continuing singles ministry. In addition 
to Susan and Tom, volunteers for the 
NW Singles Task Force for the GPNW 
Mission Center include the following 
individuals: deborah Kopf, bob dixon, 
sylvia Hancock, norma murphy, 
stacy Hicks, sandy slover, Kathy nis-
sen, denise boyles, laura Fish, bonnie 
Freeman and ruth wallace. 

 This summer, Singles responded 
to a survey looking at the history of 
NW Singles ministry, where it is now, 
and specifi cally what the future of NW 
Singles ministry is. Participants were 
invited to share about their experiences 
and express their desires for the future 

of that ministry. 
Members of the 
Mission Center 
are encouraged 
to contact any 
members of the 
Task Force. 
 The Task Force 
will meet during 
the NW Singles 
Fall Retreat, 

which is scheduled for november 8-10 
at Samish Island Campground. Join 
them for sacred prayer time; worships; 
classes about loss, changes and grief; 
sharing and personal visits with guest 
ministers clint & naomi Jacks and 
susan & tom webber.Theme is Be 
Transformed. Cost is $75. To register, 
contact Tom Webber at 253-320-4474 
or tlwebber@yahoo.com  Campers are 
encouraged to register early and invite 
their single friends!

ordinations
 mission center9
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apostle 
ron harmon 
presents the 
certificate of super-
annuation to cecil davies as wife 
dorothy looks on

may-september 2013
gpnw ordinations
• ron benedict, eugene – evangelist
• elizabeth carlyle, neilton – Priest
• lenore Hankey, renton – elder
• Julie lewis, renton – elder
• Keely o’Keefe, redmond – Priest
• todd sargeant, renton – elder
• stacie simmons bates, bremerton – High Priest

• candice theel, neilton – Priest

nw singles ministry update

superannuations
• cecil davies, Elder, Southridge (See photo at top.)
• shirley balsiger, Teacher, Tuality - Service to be 

held Sunday, October 27, 11 am.
• Fred iverson, Elder, Eugene - Service to be held 

Sunday, December 1, 11 am.

The Church Council of Greater 
Seattle (CCGS) was looking to 
move its headquarters into an 

actual church facility and, in August, it 
found its new home in the Rainier Val-
ley Community of Christ. The congre-
gation has shared the church with Carrie 
House Church of God in Christ for 
several years, and both congregations 
are excited about the possibilities their 
new tenant partner can add to ministry 
in the area.
 The CCGS was warmly welcomed 
on Tuesday, October 1, at an open house 
and service of blessing that brought 
church leaders from throughout the 
Seattle area to celebrate their new home. 
Rainier Valley Co-Pastor nancy Hyl-
ton, Carrie House Pastor James reece, 
and GPNW Mission Center President 

Kathy sharp all extended 
words of welcome and joined 
with CCGS Board President 
Jan cherry in sharing the 
words of blessing. CCGS 
Executive Director michael 
ramos expressed the Council’s joy at 
returning to a church home, its thanks 
for being so warmly welcomed, and ex-
pectations of future ministries to occur. 
 The CCGS represents more than 
340 churches (including the King and 
Snohomish County congregations of 
Community of Christ) and 15 denomi-
nations in the Seattle area  As a voice 
for the faith community, the CCGS 
speaks up on social and economic is-
sues and helps lead efforts for positive 
change. For more information, visit 
www.thechurchcouncil.org.

church council of greater seattle 
headquarters at rainier valley
by Steve Pomeroy, Mission Center Pastor Support Minister

julie lewis (left) and 
todd sargeant (above) 
are ordained as elders 
at renton
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Whether in Roseburg (the oldest 
of the community gardens sup-
ported by Bold Moves grants) 
or in Albany, in Bend or on 

Samish Island, gardeners from congregations, 
neighborhoods, entire communities and orga-
nizations have benefitted many through their 
continued efforts to grow food to share with 
those in need.  
 This past sum-
mer, I had the oppor-
tunity to visit all of 
these gardens. I have 
done so before, but I 
was interested to see 
what changes had 
occurred since then. The 
Roseburg gardens have 
expanded greatly and 
now surround the church 
building on three sides.  I 
visited during a weekday 
while traveling through 
southern Oregon and found a 
number of people watering, 
weeding and proudly willing to 
show off what their plots were 
producing.  More pleasant than 
the produce, though, was the friendly 
conversation that many offered. They 
shared both their love of gardening 
and their gratitude for what the church 
had done for the community.  This has 
become a gathering place as well as a 
growing place. Benches under shade 
trees, a beautiful climbing rose – and 
an open church door – express the spirit of 
welcome and hospitality that grows on these 
grounds as well.
 The gardens in Albany were thriving. 
Some new raised beds were in place. Colorful 
flowers dotted the vegetable green of several 
of the plots. Albany partnered with the local 
Salvation Army to provide fresh produce for 
their food bank and invited some of those who 
have been on the receiving end of those gifts to 
join the gardeners producing them. As I looked 
at the property beyond the current garden, I 

could only imagine how many more neighbors 
and friends could be invited to join in this mis-
sional effort. Albany received a renewal of its 
original Bold Moves grant to help in such an 
expansion.
 Samish Island Acres, begun with the help 
of a 2012 Bold Moves grant, continues to grow 
in community support. Rather than individual 

garden plots, this is one large garden cared 
for by all of those involved. Through their 
efforts, more than 120 pounds of fresh 
produce were shared with area food banks 
this past summer. Located on a far corner 
of Samish Island Campground, the garden 

also has benefitted from the efforts of 
youth campers who have helped build 
fences and composting bins. A recent 
open house served to share the garden-
ers’ successful efforts with the Samish 
Island community and some master 

gardeners, both impressed by 
what is taking place.
 The garden in Bend was 
started to supplement the Bend 
Food Bank. While the food bank 

was the focus of the Bold 
Moves grant awarded to 
Bend, the addition of the 
garden has only enhanced 
what the congregation can 
provide to those in need. 
 Of course, gardens 
are not the only Bold 
Moves mission efforts 
in place in our mission 
center, but they are a great 

example of how congregations can assist in 
abolishing poverty and ending suffering right in 
their own communities.  
 Gardens, backpack ministries, housing 
the homeless, working with youth, building 
neighborhood community – Bold Moves sup-
ports them all and more. What’s your dream of  
mission for your congregation? Bold Moves 
application deadlines are every October 15 and 
April 15. It’s never too soon to get started on 
your grant application!

bold moves continues to 
grow and bloom!
by Steve Pomeroy, Bold Moves Chair

The “Gardens of Bold Moves” stretch from one end of our Mission Center to the other 
and produced large quantities of fruits, vegetables, and flowers throughout this past 
summer’s growing season.  

Twenty-five years ago when I was plan-
ning to retire from my CPA practice, 
my wife Anne suggested that I needed 

to get more exercise. After all, sitting behind a 
desk for 35 years wasn’t the best way to stay 
in shape. Some time thereafter, I came across 
an article about a senior track meet in West 
Seattle. Thinking it would be just a bunch of 
old guys out for an afternoon of fun, I decided 
to go. When I got there, I saw track teams from 
Salem, Portland, Seattle and more, all in their 
uniforms, all with appropriate gear and equip-
ment. I didn’t even have a pair of track spikes. 
Needless to say, I didn’t do very well at that 
first meet. But seeing what athletes my age and 
much older were accomplishing, I decided if 
they could do it, so could I. I started by training 
for the 100M dash, and over the years added the 
200M dash, the long jump, triple jump, javelin, 
discus, shot put and hammer throw.
 I have competed in local and state meets 
every year for the past 20 years. I have qualified 
and competed in the National Senior Games 
(Senior Olympics) eight times. In 2003, I took 
the gold medal in the long jump. In 2009, I took 
the silver medal in the long jump, triple jump 
and hammer throw, the bronze medal in the dis-
cus, placed fourth in the javelin and sixth in the 
shot put and 100M dash. This year, 2013, the 
Senior Olympics were held in Cleveland, Ohio. 
Approximately 13,000 senior athletes com-
peted in 19 different sports. I took not only a 
gold medal, but I also set a new National Senior 
Games record in the hammer throw. I also took 
a silver medal in the discus and a bronze medal 
in the javelin.
 It is never too late to start something new. 
I never did any of these events, at any level, 
before age 60. I have made many new friends 
and had opportunities to share my testimony of 
Jesus Christ with a number of them. Age is only 
a number, so get off the couch and get in the 
game.

never too late
by Richard Harrison, High Priest
Woodland Park Congregation

gpnw community gardens
top to bottom: roseburg, 

albany, samish island, bend

Be sure to get your news in the next Chinook by sending to kbeckman@cofchrist-gpnw.org by December 1, 2013.
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jammie and dan 
apodaca celebrated their 
20th anniversary in august

3-4

stewardship—discipleship—
mission
by Bishop Bill McFarlin, Mission Center Financial Officer

When Stewardship, 
Discipleship and 
Mission align, amaz-
ing things happen. 

Individually and collectively, we 
partner with Christ so that His 
mission is fulfilled in the world—
Christ’s mission of peace and whole-
ness and of bringing 
forth the Kingdom of 
God. As disciples and 
groups of disciples, we 
become formed more 
closely into the likeness 
of Jesus Christ—we 
become transformed. As stewards 
and in unity with other stewards, we 
wisely bring the resources 
over which we have con-
trol, influence or respon-
sibility, to bear on Christ’s 
mission and to enrich our 
discipleship.
 In our world, we often 
hear sound bites or other superficial 
forms of communication that don’t 
bring the full meaning of 
stories, images or words. The 
church is not immune to this. 
We often give a nod to stew-
ardship, discipleship and/
or mission without allow-
ing ourselves to go deeper. 
Stewardship or Disciple’s 
Generous Response is often abbrevi-
ated as DGR and is equated with fun-
draising or trying to convince people 
to contribute more. Discipleship is 
often understood as simply attending 
church activities. That’s an impor-
tant part of it, but just scratches the 
surface. When we talk about mission 
amongst ourselves, we frequently 
tie it to “good deed doing.” Doing 
good deeds is certainly an exemplary 
attribute of the Christian life, but it is 
a starting place, not a destination, in 
our formation as followers of Christ.
 Before it starts sounding like 
I’m pointing a finger at others, I need 
to confess my frequent shallowness 
in my own journey as a follower of 

Jesus Christ. You’ve probably seen 
numerous messages from me urging 
increased contributions, attendance at 
church events, and good deed doing. 
Those are important, but we need to 
go deeper. There is more…so much 
more. God has blessed us individu-
ally and collectively with abundance. 

A way to more profoundly 
immerse ourselves in 
relationship with God…
to partner with God…
to expand God’s connec-
tion with us is through the 
strengthening and align-

ment of our stewardship, discipleship 
and mission.

 When our resources (God’s 
resources) and our broth-
ers’ and sisters’ (in Christ) 
resources (God’s resources) 
are aligned with our willing-
ness to follow the Christ 
and live out His mission, 

amazing things happen. When, rather 
than overlapping just a bit, we align 

stewardship, discipleship and 
mission as completely as pos-
sible and do that together, the 
Kingdom of God breaks into 
the world. God needs us to be 
the hands and feet, heart and 
head on earth for the bring-
ing forth of the Peaceable 

Kingdom.
 God wants only what is good and 
right, holy and healthy for creation. 
When we synchronize our desires and 
will with the desire and will of God, 
the world changes for good. When 
we individually and collectively link, 
sync or otherwise align our wills, our 
resources, our lives and our mission 
with the mission of Jesus Christ…
Zion, God’s Dream comes closer. It is 
my hope and prayer that we are able 
to support one another as we strive to 
welcome the Reign of God.

birthdays
alberta barrows, 

Southridge Congregation, 
celebrated her 90th birthday 
twice on Sunday, July 21: 

with her church family 
during social time, and then 
with her birth family in the 

afternoon.

Paul blair, Southridge 
Congregation, 

celebrated his 80th 
birthday on August 21. 

anniversaries
Jammie and dan apodaca, Ellensburg 

Congregation, celebrated their 20th wedding 
anniversary on August 21. 

ron and barbara 
Karnis, Southridge 

Congregation, 
celebrated their 
50th wedding 
anniversary on 

June 8. They were 
married in the 

home of Barbara’s 
stepdad, milton 

becker.



Spectacular was held 
July 17-27. This year’s 
experience was... well, 
Spectacular! 

We had 56 campers and 
18 staff from all over 
the Northwest, includ-
ing Alaska, Oregon, 
Washington, Idaho, 
Montana, Wyoming and 
Missouri.  
 We spent three days 
in Independence getting 
acquainted, visiting the 
Temple and Auditorium, 
worshiping in the 
Temple, and enjoying 
Worlds of Fun Amusement 
Park.  
 The actual camp was 
from July 20-27 at Graceland 
University. The members of 
the Northwest Delegation par-
ticipated in sports, arts, music, 

leadership and worship oppor-
tunities throughout the week.  
The highlight of the week was 

the baptismal service for tyler 
mccracken and brian Keal. 
(See page 8 for photos.) It was 
spirit-filled and amazing.  
 The dates for next year’s 
Spectacular and International 
Youth Forum (IYF) are July 

15-26, 2014. In addition to 
campers from the U.S. and 
Canada, there will be interna-

tional participants 
from Europe, 
Australia, French 
Polynesia and 
other countries. 
Campers must 
have completed 
freshman year 
in high school 
through freshman 
year in college 
to participate in 
IYF. The ages 
for Spectacular 

remain the same: 
completion of sophomore year 
of high school to completion 
of senior year of high school. 
More information about next 
year’s events will be available 
later in the fall.

sPec 2013: “reFresH”
by Mike Bessonette, Mission Center Mission Coordinator and SPEC Leader
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caravan: mission made real!
by Jody Barnhart, Caravan Director

This year was quite a 
different venture for 
Caravan, though the 

Mission was the same–spread-
ing the peace of Jesus Christ 
and Making Mission Real. 
 This year’s 
Youth Venture for 
Christ Caravan 
trip was to Oahu, 
Hawaii. Caravan 
was first asked to 
bring ministry to 
the Islands some 
14 years ago. We 
had 32 Caravanners 
and 14 staff make 
the commitment 
with all five huddles 
and requirements. We were 
also blessed to have Apostolic 
Assistant dave nii join our 
staff for the trip and many of 
the huddles. 
 Upon arrival at Camp 
Lokahi, our home for the 
week, we were greeted by gra-
cious, loving saints: Mission 
Center President ralph aona, 
Mission Center Financial 
Officer moana Faana, trudy 

gunderson and aaron mahi. 
We were welcomed to the 
Island in a traditional Hawaiian 
manner. This felt like a sacra-
ment service, as we shared fresh 
coconut and boiled peanuts. 

 Caravan provided the 
ministry of Jesus being a revo-
lutionary peacemaker to three 
congregations and performed 
over 270 hours of commu-
nity service during our week 
there. Caravan Director troy 
barnhart and a small group 
painted the Camp Lokahi din-
ing hall, and we worked at 
two homeless shelters—one in 
Honolulu and the other at the 

Waianae Civic Center. At the 
Honolulu site, tasks included 
sorting toiletries, preparing a 
meal, cleaning the pantry and 
freezers, and sorting items for 
the thrift shop and storage unit. 

At the Waianae Civic 
Center, we cleaned a 
garden area for replant-
ing, scrubbed walls, 
and performed some 
much-needed land-
scaping duties. We 
also fed the families 
some of Aaron Mahi’s 
wonderful chili, rice 
and salad. It was a 
bonding moment 

when the Caravanners 
sang the doxology and the 
families returned the blessing in 
Hawaiian.
 We look forward to many 
more exciting times spreading 
the Peace of Christ to those 
we meet. Mission is made real 
when we are doing the work 
that God calls us to do. Where 
is God calling you?

2013 northwest SPEC delegation

2013 caravan at hawaii institute for human services

1/19/13 Re:

1/2mail.aol.com/37309-111/aol-6/en-us/mail/PrintMessage.aspx

From: Lawerence Anderson <larry@vukelja.com>

To: linzhaines <linzhaines@aol.com>

Subject: Re:

Date: Sat, Jan 19, 2013 7:53 am

Here it is.

Bob anderson is a retired 
appointee and superannuated 
Seventy who served the 

church for many years in the Pacific 
Northwest and now lives in Vancouver, 
Washington. 
 As Bob was entering 12th grade, 
his Army National Guard Division 
was called up for active duty. He was 
whisked off to serve as an infantry 
squad leader in Japan and later on 
the front line of Korea, leaving his 
future wife Betty to complete her last 
two years of high school. When they 
parted, they vowed to write each other 
every day – a promise they kept. 
 Some years after Bob’s return, 
they decided to transcribe the letters 
as a legacy for their children and 
grandchildren. It was a team effort, but 
eventually was put aside incomplete. 
After Betty went to meet her Lord in 
2012,  Bob completed the project: a 
two-volume work consisting of 860+ 
letters, Love Letters: I’ll Be Loving 
You Always (Bob and Betty Letters), 
Volumes 1 and 2. Their story of hope, 
faith and love unfolds through their 
letters to one 
another. So far 
over 230 books 
have been sold. 
More information 
may be obtained 
through www.
amazon.com.

gpnw seventy 
publishes book
by Elvia Eliason with Bob Anderson
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congregational life
special moments in 

woodland park, wa:
• woodland Park congregation shared 

in their last worship service in their building on 
Sunday, July 14. (See photo, above.) The building had 
been their church home for the past 62 years. The 
congregation now meets at Seattle’s Nordic Heritage 
Museum. 

southridge, wa:
• molly groat, southridge congregation, graduated 

Cum Laude on June 15 from Eastern Washington 
University, Cheney, WA, with a Bachelor of Arts in 
Special Education. (See photo, left.)

• southridge congregation celebrated five high school 
graduates on June 9: cloe beck, Jake carlson, eli 
cronbaugh, colby gilbert and Kane Hutchinson. 
Each received a quilt from the congregation’s quilter 
group and a bible.

ellensburg, wa:
• dylan apodaca, 14, ellensburg congregation, made 

State in golf. This is his fifth year going to State and 
playing with the best kids in the Pacific Northwest - 
Washington, Oregon and Idaho. (See photo, left.)

portland, or:
• Portland congregation has supported the 
North Tabor Mural Project near the Portland church. 
Members attended a celebration on Saturday, 
September 21. (See photo, left.)

auburn, wa:
• Five members of Auburn Congregation recently 
graduated from college: amy Heinz, Nursing, from 
Pacific Lutheran University; andrew Heinz, doctorate 
in Pharmacy, from University of Washington; 
Holly Frazier, General Studies, from Green River 

Community College; mollee mongrain, Social Services, 
from Central Washington University; laura schrader, 
Nursing, from University of Portland.
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woodland park 
pastor dave harrison 
shares the “youth lesson” 
during the final service in 
their church building
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One of the primary missions 
of our church, both at a local 
level and a global level, is 
to end hunger. One of the 

ways that we do this locally is through 
our congregational support of the 
Woodburn Aware Food Bank.
 The Aware Food Bank is a part of 
the Oregon Food Bank program, which 
supports food 
banks throughout 
the entire state.  
Funds and food 
are funneled 
through the main 
branches, and 
then distributed 
to the various 
locations in 
all counties, 
including the 
Woodburn bank.  
 We serve 
more than 1,000 families per month 
out of our facility, and each family 
is welcome to come once per month 
to receive a basket of food. At first 
glance, the amount of food each fam-
ily receives may seem like a lot, but in 
reality it is only enough to feed a fam-
ily for a few days, leaving many hun-
gry for the majority of the month. I see 
first-hand not only the benefit the food 
bank provides for the community, but 
also some areas where all people co-
existing in one small town can make an 
even bigger impact.  
 We are excited any time we see 
someone show up with a food dona-
tion. It doesn’t matter if it’s a farmer 
with a truckload of leftover vegetables 
that would otherwise go to waste, or 
someone just cleaning out their cup-
boards, we are thrilled to know that 
people will go out of their way to bring 
any size donation to our door. Every 
donation is important, and we never 
turn any food away. When someone 
has an extra can of green beans, and 
that’s all they can give, we are grateful. 
All cash donations are used by the food 
bank to meet needs on a local level, 
and local staff and volunteers will 
work hard to make sure that 
every penny is stretched. 

 Woodburn Congregation pools 
their money for the food bank, and 
buys one ton of dried beans, two to 
four times a year, and gives it directly 
to the food bank. By doing this in lieu 
of making a cash donation, we can ‘cut 
out the middle man,’ and increase the 
value of our gift by saving the volun-
teers the time of shopping for food.

       So what can 
you do to help? 
How can your 
work to end hun-
ger in your com-
munity?
• Start a drive 
at your church or 
club to give to a 
food bank. Talk 
to your pastor. It 
doesn’t take a lot 
of effort to make 

a difference.  
• Save your money until you can 

buy in bulk. Then, give your dona-
tion directly to the food bank.  

• Donate foods that have high nutri-
tional value. Protein and starch is 
always good. Beans, rice, peanut 
butter, canned meat, canned fruits 
and vegetables are all things that 
food banks never have enough of.

• Keep in mind the shelf life of what 
you are donating. A steady, weekly 
supply of perishable goods is 
much better than a single, massive 
donation of them.

• Call and find out what the food 
bank needs. Focus on a specific 
item and agree to supply that for 
the food bank. 

 Most importantly, remember that 
every little bit counts. If everyone gave 
a little, it would make a big difference. 
The only way you can feed the world 
is to do it one mouthful at a time.

woodburn hunger challenge
by Travis Rees, Woodburn Congregation

loading up beans for food bank

molly 
groat

graduates
portland’s 

north 
tabor 
mural 

project
dylan apodaca 

makes state



we’re growing: new members
Piper avila - university Place
Zoey casas - woodland Park
ashley casas - woodland Park
Jacque chilcott - sequim
clint collins - woodland Park
loralei deming - crystal springs
erik engebretson - Puyallup
mariela Henstra - university Place
emma Johnson - cowlitz valley
bryan Keal - crystal springs

Hannah leigh - renton
Jean marshall - woodburn
tyler mccracken - gPnw general
Patrick mcFeley - bend
Jessica nims - cowlitz valley
Hailey vanzant - Portland

Below are recent baptisms and confirmations in the GPNW mission center:
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jacque chilcott is confirmed by 
elder sylvia hancock (left) and 

elder anita colvin

erik engebretson is baptized at 
puyallup congregation

bryan keal is baptized by elder 
sean langdon at spec

tyler mccracken 
is baptized by 

high priest mike 
bessonette at 

spec


